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ANNISE D. PARKER
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March 30,2010

The Honorable Kevin Brady
U.S. House of Representatives
301 Cannon Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Brady:

On behalf of the City of Houston, I am writing to request your support for a very significant piece
of legislation that affects municipalities all over Texas, including Houston.

Rep. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wisconsin, introduced the Community Access Preservation Act (the
“CAP Act”) in October 2009. H.R. 3745 addresses several issues related to cable operators
providing access channels and funding for public, educational and government programming, and
is discussed further below.

Throughout this country’s history, First Amendment rights have remained sacred. Our nation's
telecommunications and video programming policies have been formed with a recognition of
these rights, and with the intent to provide a forum for the free and open expression of varying
viewpoints and ideologies. The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has continually
sought means to allow the public an opportunity to use the media and to make the media
responsive to local needs.

Public, Education, and Government (PEG) Access TV channels are those cable television
channels set aside for use by the general public, local schools and colleges, and by local
governments. Through the City and State franchise agreements with the cable/video operators
that operate in the Houston area, there are four cable channels for PEG programming.

There are three types of PEG channels:

1) Government access channels are set aside for local government meeting coverage and
in-depth discussions of community issues. HTV, the City of Houston’s government
channel, broadcasts programming 24/7, including City Council meetings, Harris County
Commissioner’s Court meetings, Council Committee meetings, town hall meetings, and
other important local government activities. Just as the Cable-Satellite Public Affairs
Network, commonly known as C-SPAN, airs non-stop coverage of government
proceedings and public affairs programming at the federal level, HTV airs coverage of
proceedings at the local government level. HTV does not accept outside advertising.
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2) Public access channels are set aside to allow members of the public to distribute their
own video presentations on cable television. Public access television stations often
provide training and technical assistance to citizens and nonprofit organizations who
want to produce their own video programs. Houston Media Source is the public access
channel administrator for the Houston area.

3) Educational access channels are set aside to allow schools, colleges and universities to
produce educational programming for the community. School districts, community
colleges and universities rely on access channels to provide distance learning
opportunities and to communicate directly with the community about policies and
activities. Both the Houston Independent School District (HISD) and the Houston
Community College System (HCCS) operate PEG channels in the Houston area.

In recent years, funding for PEG has been threatened, and in many municipalities PEG operations
have ceased. Local governments are at the mercy of their cable operators, as funding for PEG is
paid by local cable companies. H.R. 3745 clarifies important language in the
Telecommunications Act and would solidify the requirement for, and uses of, PEG funding.

PEG channels are important, providing access to broadcast media and transparency in
government. Please show your support for PEG by adding your sponsorship to H.R. 3745. Thank
you for recognizing the importance of access television in our local communities.

Sincerely,

Annise D. Parker
Mayor
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March 30, 2010

The Honorable Al Green

U.S. House of Representatives

236 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Green:

On behalf of the City of Houston, I am writing to request your support for a very significant piece
of legislation that affects municipalities all over Texas, including Houston.

Rep. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wisconsin, introduced the Community Access Preservation Act (the
“CAP Act”) in October 2009. H.R. 3745 addresses several issues related to cable operators
providing access channels and funding for public, educational and government programming, and
is discussed further below.

Throughout this country’s history, First Amendment rights have remained sacred. Our nation's
telecommunications and video programming policies have been formed with a recognition of
these rights, and with the intent to provide a forum for the free and open expression of varying
viewpoints and ideologies. The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has continually
sought means to allow the public an opportunity to use the media and to make the media
responsive to local needs.

Public, Education, and Government (PEG) Access TV channels are those cable television
channels set aside for use by the general public, local schools and colleges, and by local
governments. Through the City and State franchise agreements with the cable/video operators
that operate in the Houston area, there are four cable channels for PEG programming.

There are three types of PEG channels:

1) Government access channels are set aside for local government meeting coverage and
in-depth discussions of community issues. HTV, the City of Houston’s government
channel, broadcasts programming 24/7, including City Council meetings, Harris County
Commissioner’s Court meetings, Council Committee meetings, town hall meetings, and
other important local government activities. Just as the Cable-Satellite Public Affairs
Network, commonly known as C-SPAN, airs non-stop coverage of government
proceedings and public affairs programming at the federal level, HTV airs coverage of
proceedings at the local government level. HTV does not accept outside advertising.
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2) Public access channels are set aside to allow members of the public to distribute their
own video presentations on cable television. Public access television stations often
provide training and technical assistance to citizens and nonprofit organizations who
want to produce their own video programs. Houston Media Source is the public access
channel administrator for the Houston area.

3) Educational access channels are set aside to allow schools, colleges and universities to
produce educational programming for the community. School districts, community
colleges and universities rely on access channels to provide distance learning
opportunities and to communicate directly with the community about policies and
activities. Both the Houston Independent School District (HISD) and the Houston
Community College System (HCCS) operate PEG channels in the Houston area.

In recent years, funding for PEG has been threatened, and in many municipalities PEG operations
have ceased. Local governments are at the mercy of their cable operators, as funding for PEG is
paid by local cable companies. H.R. 3745 clarifies important language in the
Telecommunications Act and would solidify the requirement for, and uses of, PEG funding.

PEG channels are important, providing access to broadcast media and transparency in
government. Please show your support for PEG by adding your sponsorship to H.R. 3745. Thank

you for recognizing the importance of access television in our local communities.

Sincerely,

V8

Annise D. Parker
Mayor
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The Honorable Sheila Jackson Lee
U.S. House of Representatives
2160 Rayburn Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Jackson Lee:

On behalf of the City of Houston, I am writing to request your support for a very significant piece
of legislation that affects municipalities all over Texas, including Houston.

Rep. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wisconsin, introduced the Community Access Preservation Act (the
“CAP Act” in October 2009. H.R. 3745 addresses several issues related to cable operators
providing access channels and funding for public, educational and government programming, and
is discussed further below.

Throughout this country’s history, First Amendment rights have remained sacred. Our nation's
telecommunications and video programming policies have been formed with a recognition of
these rights, and with the intent to provide a forum for the free and open expression of varying
viewpoints and ideologies. The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has continually
sought means to allow the public an opportunity to use the media and to make the media
responsive to local needs.

Public, Education, and Government (PEG) Access TV channels are those cable television
channels set aside for use by the general public, local schools and colleges, and by local
governments. Through the City and State franchise agreements with the cable/video operators
that operate in the Houston area, there are four cable channels for PEG programming.

There are three types of PEG channels:

1) Government access channels are set aside for local government meeting coverage and
in-depth discussions of community issues. HTV, the City of Houston’s government
channel, broadcasts programming 24/7, including City Council meetings, Harris County
Commissioner’s Court meetings, Council Committee meetings, town hall meetings, and
other important local government activities. Just as the Cable-Satellite Public Affairs
Network, commonly known as C-SPAN, airs non-stop coverage of government
proceedings and public affairs programming at the federal level, HTV airs coverage of
proceedings at the local government level. HTV does not accept outside advertising.
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2) Public access channels are set aside to allow members of the public to distribute their
own video presentations on cable television. Public access television stations often
provide training and technical assistance to citizens and nonprofit organizations who
want to produce their own video programs. Houston Media Source is the public access
channel administrator for the Houston area.

3) Educational access channels are set aside to allow schools, colleges and universities to
produce educational programming for the community. School districts, community
colleges and universities rely on access channels to provide distance Iearning
opportunities and to communicate directly with the community about policies and
activities. Both the Houston Independent School District (HISD) and the Houston
Community College System (HCCS) operate PEG channels in the Houston area.

In recent years, funding for PEG has been threatened, and in many municipalities PEG operations
have ceased. Local governments are at the mercy of their cable operators, as funding for PEG is
paid by local cable companies. H.R. 3745 clarifies important language in the
Telecommunications Act and would solidify the requirement for, and uses of, PEG funding.

PEG channels are important, providing access to broadcast media and transparency in
government. Please show your support for PEG by adding your sponsorship to H.R. 3745. Thank
you for recognizing the importance of access television in our local communities.

Sincerely,
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Annise D. Parker
Mayor
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The Honorable Ted Poe

U.S. House of Representatives

430 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Poe:

On behalf of the City of Houston, I am writing to request your support for a very significant piece
of legislation that affects municipalities all over Texas, including Houston.

Rep. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wisconsin, introduced the Community Access Preservation Act (the
“CAP Act”) in October 2009. HR. 3745 addresses several issues related to cable operators
providing access channels and funding for public, educational and government programming, and
is discussed further below.

Throughout this country’s history, First Amendment rights have remained sacred. Our nation's
telecommunications and video programming policies have been formed with a recognition of
these rights, and with the intent to provide a forum for the free and open expression of varying
viewpoints and ideologies. The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has continually
sought means to allow the public an opportunity to use the media and to make the media
responsive to local needs.

Public, Education, and Government (PEG) Access TV channels are those cable television
channels set aside for use by the general public, local schools and colleges, and by local
governments. Through the City and State franchise agreements with the cable/video operators
that operate in the Houston area, there are four cable channels for PEG programming.

There are three types of PEG channels:

1) Government access channels are set aside for local government meeting coverage and
in-depth discussions of community issues. HTV, the City of Houston’s government
channel, broadcasts programming 24/7, including City Council meetings, Harris County
Commissioner’s Court meetings, Council Committee meetings, town hall meetings, and
other important local government activities. Just as the Cable-Satellite Public Affairs
Network, commonly known as C-SPAN, airs non-stop coverage of government
proceedings and public affairs programming at the federal level, HTV airs coverage of
proceedings at the local government level. HTV does not accept outside advertising.
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2) Public access channels are set aside to allow members of the public to distribute their
own video presentations on cable television. Public access television stations often
provide training and technical assistance to citizens and nonprofit organizations who
want to produce their own video programs. Houston Media Source is the public access
channel administrator for the Houston area.

3) Educational access channels are set aside to allow schools, colleges and universities to
produce educational programming for the community. School districts, community
colleges and universities rely on access channels to provide distance learning
opportunities and to communicate directly with the community about policies and
activities. Both the Houston Independent School District (HISD) and the Houston
Community College System (HCCS) operate PEG channels in the Houston area.

In recent years, funding for PEG has been threatened, and in many municipalities PEG operations
have ceased. Local governments are at the mercy of their cable operators, as funding for PEG is
paid by local cable companies. H.R. 3745 clarifies important language in the
Telecommunications Act and would solidify the requirement for, and uses of, PEG funding.

PEG channels are important, providing access to broadcast media and transparency in
government. Please show your support for PEG by adding your sponsorship to H.R. 3745. Thank
you for recognizing the importance of access television in our local communities.

Sincerely,
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Annise D. Parker
Mayor
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March 30, 2010

The Honorable John Culberson

U.S. House of Representatives

1514 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Culberson:

On behalf of the City of Houston, I am writing to request your support for a very significant piece
of legislation that affects municipalities all over Texas, including Houston.

Rep. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wisconsin, introduced the Community Access Preservation Act (the
“CAP Act”) in October 2009. H.R. 3745 addresses several issues related to cable operators
providing access channels and funding for public, educational and government programming, and
is discussed further below.

Throughout this country’s history, First Amendment rights have remained sacred. Our nation's
telecommunications and video programming policies have been formed with a recognition of
these rights, and with the intent to provide a forum for the free and open expression of varying
viewpoints and ideologies. The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has continually
sought means to allow the public an opportunity to use the media and to make the media
responsive to local needs.

Public, Education, and Government (PEG) Access TV channels are those cable television
channels set aside for use by the general public, local schools and colleges, and by local
governments. Through the City and State franchise agreements with the cable/video operators
that operate in the Houston area, there are four cable channels for PEG programming.

There are three types of PEG channels:

1) Government access channels are set aside for local government meeting coverage and
in-depth discussions of community issues. HTV, the City of Houston’s government
channel, broadcasts programming 24/7, including City Council meetings, Harris County
Commissioner’s Court meetings, Council Committee meetings, town hall meetings, and
other important local government activities. Just as the Cable-Satellite Public Affairs
Network, commonly known as C-SPAN, airs non-stop coverage of government
proceedings and public affairs programming at the federal level, HTV airs coverage of
proceedings at the local government level. HTV does not accept outside advertising.
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2) Public access channels are set aside to allow members of the public to distribute their
own video presentations on cable television. Public access television stations often
provide training and technical assistance to citizens and nonprofit organizations who
want to produce their own video programs. Houston Media Source is the public access
channel administrator for the Houston area.

3) Educational access channels are set aside to allow schools, colleges and universities to
produce educational programming for the community. School districts, community
colleges and universities rely on access channels to provide distance learning
opportunities and to communicate directly with the community about policies and
activities. Both the Houston Independent School District (HISD) and the Houston
Community College System (HCCS) operate PEG channels in the Houston area.

In recent years, funding for PEG has been threatened, and in many municipalities PEG operations
have ceased. Local governments are at the mercy of their cable operators, as funding for PEG is
paid by local cable companies. H.R. 3745 clarifies important language in the
Telecommunications Act and would solidify the requirement for, and uses of, PEG funding.

PEG channels are important, providing access to broadcast media and transparency in
government. Please show your support for PEG by adding your sponsorship to H.R. 3745. Thank
you for recognizing the importance of access television in our local communities.

Sincerely,
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Annise D. Parker
Mayor
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March 30,2010

The Honorable Gene Green

U.S. House of Representatives

2372 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Green:

On behalf of the City of Houston, I am writing to request your support for a very significant piece
of legislation that affects municipalities all over Texas, including Houston.

Rep. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wisconsin, introduced the Community Access Preservation Act (the
“CAP Act”) in October 2009. H.R. 3745 addresses several issues related to cable operators
providing access channels and funding for public, educational and government programming, and
is discussed further below.

Throughout this country’s history, First Amendment rights have remained sacred. Our nation's
telecommunications and video programming policies have been formed with a recognition of
these rights, and with the intent to provide a forum for the free and open expression of varying
viewpoints and ideologies. The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has continually
sought means to allow the public an opportunity to use the media and to make the media
responsive to local needs.

Public, Education, and Government (PEG) Access TV channels are those cable television
channels set aside for use by the general public, local schools and colleges, and by local
governments. Through the City and State franchise agreements with the cable/video operators
that operate in the Houston area, there are four cable channels for PEG programming.

There are three types of PEG channels:

1) Government access channels are set aside for local government meeting coverage and
in-depth discussions of community issues. HTV, the City of Houston’s government
channel, broadcasts programming 24/7, including City Council meetings, Harris County
Commissioner’s Court meetings, Council Committee meetings, town hall meetings, and
other important local government activities. Just as the Cable-Satellite Public Affairs
Network, commonly known as C-SPAN, airs non-stop coverage of government
proceedings and public affairs programming at the federal level, HTV airs coverage of
proceedings at the local government level. HTV does not accept outside advertising.
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2) Public access channels are set aside to allow members of the public to distribute their
own video presentations on cable television. Public access television stations often
provide training and technical assistance to citizens and nonprofit organizations who
want to produce their own video programs. Houston Media Source is the public access
channel administrator for the Houston area.

3) Educational access channels are set aside to allow schools, colleges and universities to
produce educational programming for the community.. School districts, community
colleges and universities rely on access channels to provide distance learning
opportunities and to communicate directly with the community about policies and
activities. Both the Houston Independent School District (HISD) and the Houston
Community College System (HCCS) operate PEG channels in the Houston area.

In recent years, funding for PEG has been threatened, and in many municipalities PEG operations
have ceased. Local governments are at the mercy of their cable operators, as funding for PEG is
paid by local cable companies. H.R. 3745 clarifies important language in the
Telecommunications Act and would solidify the requirement for, and uses of, PEG funding.

PEG channels are important, providing access to broadcast media and transparency in
government. Please show your support for PEG by adding your sponsorship to H.R. 3745. Thank
you for recognizing the importance of access television in our local communities.

Sincerely,
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Annise D. Parker
Mayor
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March 30, 2010

The Honorable Michael McCaul
U.S. House of Representatives

131 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman McCaul:

On behalf of the City of Houston, I am writing to request your support for a very significant piece
of legislation that affects municipalities all over Texas, including Houston.

Rep. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wisconsin, introduced the Community Access Preservation Act (the
“CAP Act”) in October 2009. H.R. 3745 addresses several issues related to cable operators
providing access channels and funding for public, educational and government programming, and
is discussed further below.

Throughout this country’s history, First Amendment rights have remained sacred. Our nation's
telecommunications and video programming policies have been formed with a recognition of
these rights, and with the intent to provide a forum for the free and open expression of varying
viewpoints and ideologies. The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has continually
sought means to allow the public an opportunity to use the media and to make the media
responsive to local needs.

Public, Education, and Government (PEG) Access TV channels are those cable television
channels set aside for use by the general public, local schools and colleges, and by local
governments. Through the City and State franchise agreements with the cable/video operators
that operate in the Houston area, there are four cable channels for PEG programming.

There are three types of PEG channels:

1) Government access channels are set aside for local government meeting coverage and
in-depth discussions of community issues. HTV, the City of Houston’s government
channel, broadcasts programming 24/7, including City Council meetings, Harris County
Commissioner’s Court meetings, Council Committee meetings, town hall meetings, and
other important local government activities. Just as the Cable-Satellite Public Affairs
Network, commonly known as C-SPAN, airs non-stop coverage of government
proceedings and public affairs programming at the federal level, HTV airs coverage of
proceedings at the local government level. HTV does not accept outside advertising,
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2) Public access channels are set aside to allow members of the public to distribute their
own video presentations on cable television. Public access television stations often
provide training and technical assistance to citizens and nonprofit organizations who
want to produce their own video programs. Houston Media Source is the public access
channel administrator for the Houston area.

3) Educational access channels are set aside to allow schools, colleges and universities to
produce educational programming for the community. School districts, community
colleges and universities rely on access channels to provide distance learning
opportunities and to communicate directly with the community about policies and
activities. Both the Houston Independent School District (HISD) and the Houston
Community College System (HCCS) operate PEG channels in the Houston area.

In recent years, funding for PEG has been threatened, and in many municipalities PEG operations
have ceased. Local governments are at the mercy of their cable operators, as funding for PEG is
paid by local cable companies. H.R. 3745 clarifies important language in the
Telecommunications Act and would solidify the requirement for, and uses of, PEG funding.

PEG channels are important, providing access to broadcast media and transparency in

government. Please show your support for PEG by adding your sponsorship to H.R. 3745. Thank
you for recognizing the importance of access television in our local communities.

Sincerely,
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Annise D. Parker
Mayor
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March 30, 2010

The Honorable Pete Olson

U.S. House of Representatives

514 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Olson:

On behalf of the City of Houston, I am writing to request your support for a very significant piece
of legislation that affects municipalities all over Texas, including Houston.

Rep. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wisconsin, introduced the Community Access Preservation Act (the
“CAP Act”) in October 2009. H.R. 3745 addresses several issues related to cable operators
providing access channels and funding for public, educational and government programming, and
is discussed further below.

Throughout this country’s history, First Amendment rights have remained sacred. Our nation's
telecommunications and video programming policies have been formed with a recognition of
these rights, and with the intent to provide a forum for the free and open expression of varying
viewpoints and ideologies. The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has continually
sought means to allow the public an opportunity to use the media and to make the media
responsive to local needs.

Public, Education, and Government (PEG) Access TV channels are those cable television
channels set aside for use by the general public, local schools and colleges, and by local
governments. Through the City and State franchise agreements with the cable/video operators
that operate in the Houston area, there are four cable channels for PEG programming.

There are three types of PEG channels:

1) Government access channels are set aside for local government meeting coverage and
in-depth discussions of community issues. HTV, the City of Houston’s government
channel, broadcasts programming 24/7, including City Council meetings, Harris County
Commissioner’s Court meetings, Council Committee meetings, town hall meetings, and
other important local government activities. Just as the Cable-Satellite Public Affairs
Network, commonly known as C-SPAN, airs non-stop coverage of government
proceedings and public affairs programming at the federal level, HTV airs coverage of
proceedings at the local government level. HTV does not accept outside advertising,
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2) Public access channels are set aside to allow members of the public to distribute their
own video presentations on cable television. Public access television stations often
provide training and technical assistance to citizens and nonprofit organizations who
want to produce their own video programs. Houston Media Source is the public access
channel administrator for the Houston area.

3) Educational access channels are set aside to allow schools, colleges and universities to
produce educational programming for the community. School districts, community
colleges and universities rely on access channels to provide distance learning
opportunities and to communicate directly with the community about policies and
activities. Both the Houston Independent School District (HISD) and the Houston
Community College System (HCCS) operate PEG channels in the Houston area.

In recent years, funding for PEG has been threatened, and in many municipalities PEG operations
have ceased. Local governments are at the mercy of their cable operators, as funding for PEG is
paid by local cable companies. H.R. 3745 clarifies important language in the
Telecommunications Act and would solidify the requirement for, and uses of, PEG funding.

PEG channels are important, providing access to broadcast media and transparency in
government. Please show your support for PEG by adding your sponsorship to H.R. 3745. Thank
you for recognizing the importance of access television in our local communities.

Sincerely,
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Annise D. Parker
Mayor




